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On July 16, the Press Workers Union of Buenos Aires (Union de Trabajadores de Prensa de Buenos
Aires, UTPBA) issued a statement charging that President Carlos Menem's government has
deliberately ignored a series of death threats against journalist Santo Biasatti. In addition, the
communique directly accuses civilian government officials for responsibility in 38% of all acts of
aggression perpetrated against journalists since 1990. Biasatti says he has received anonymous
phone calls informing him that his "opinions on the state of affairs in the country have placed his
name on a new list of persons who will be disappeared." According to the UTPBA communique,
the highly publicized threats against Biasatti a well-known journalist in Buenos Aires have been
completely ignored by the government, "which has not issued a condemnation nor even a statement
of solidarity with the victim." According to the UTPBA, during the last three years, there have been
a total of 50 physical assaults against journalists, 27 threats, seven arbitrary detentions, and at least
13 unwarranted legal charges of defamation and libel. Between 1970 and 1992, a total of 25 Argentine
journalists were killed and 91 were disappeared. In response to the UTPBA's communique and
the international media reporting of the accusations, the government issued a series of statements
expressing full support for freedom of the press. In addition, following the July 21 beating by two
unidentified assailants of journalist Marcelo Bonelli a well known critic of government economic
policy President Menem ordered more security at media installations throughout the capital.
Meanwhile, Interior Minister Gustavo Beliz publicly condemned the attack against Bonelli and
told reporters he had ordered the Federal Police to set up a special commission to investigate
the incident. In addition, a separate condemnation of the attack was made by Economy Minister
Domingo Cavallo, who has been the primary target of Bonelli's critiques in the press. (Sources:
Spanish news service EFE, 07/16/93; Agence France-Presse, 07/21/93)
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